CAST 


DEL CONWAY 
PRESWICK POTTER 
CATFISH LANE 
FRANK ROSSI 

JOE TSUI 

MIKE BARTLEY 
CHINESE GIRL 


riug 


CHINESE 
JAPANESE and OTHERS 


le 


2e 


EXT: DAY: EXTREME CLOSE SHOT 


Camera is on Chinese message on back of Flying Tiger 
flight jacket. Over this is heard, on echo =e 


CONWAY 
I am an American, I fly for China 


against the enemy, I am called 


"PRI -HU" on om Flying Tiger 
Simultaneous with spoken words "Flying Tiger", the 
title zooms in, one word at a time == | 
FLYING 
TIGERS 


out of the Chinese background, Then camera begins to 
pull back, revealing the message to be on the back of 
leather flight jacket worn by DEL CONWAY, Shot is framed 
under nose of plane, CONWAY, back to camera, is brief- 
ing group about map spread on ground, Camera circles to 
show his face as he talks, gestures, silent, and as it 
reaches him, the scene comes live, 


CONWAY 
All right, it's going to be 
Conway =o 


(indicating himself, then the others, to whom we cut as 
each name is mentioned) 


Bartley, Catfish, Tsui -= 


potter, 


EXT: MEDIUM SHOT: 


The whole group, three-quarter angle showing CONWAY and the 
group, featuring faces of those named, 


CONWAY 


Que stions? 


There aren't any, 


Okay, It's all yours, 


36 EXT: MEDIUM LONG SHOT 


Reverse or different angle of previous shot as the 
pilots break and race for their planes, At this 
point, theme music sneaks orchestrally to back, 


le EXT: DAY: 
le 
2e 
36 
Le 
5e 


SEQUENCE OF IMPACT SHOTS 


BARTLEY climbs into plane, 


CATFISH adjusts his gear, 
TSUI in cockpit as engine 
POTTER gives OK signal as 


CONWAY returns OK Signal, 
follows with his eyes the 


OVER SEQUENCE THE CHORUS SINGS THE 
CONTINUING BEHIND NEXT SEQUENCE: 


Se EXT: DAY: 
le 
Ce 
30 
he 


be EXT: OPEN S 


SEQUENCE OF DISSOLVES 
Planes forming upeee 


Planes in formationees 


kicks over, 
engines Yroaress 


thumbseup, and 
roar of takeoff, 


FLYING TIGER THEME, 


Planes in different formations as 


Planes zoom into and over 
pass as at an enemy, 


camera in headeon 


KY: PLANES VERY SMALL SPECKS GOING AWAY , 


UPON THE BEAUTY SHOT, SUPERIMPOSE THE FACE OF DEL 


CONWAY AS 
HE TURNS 


WALKS AWAY TOWARD THE COMPOUND I 


IF WATCHING HIS CHICKENS 


FLYING OFF, THEN 


AROUND AND WE SEE THE BACK OF HIS FLYING 
JACKET WITH THE CHINESE MESSAGE AGAIN, AS HE SLOWLY 


N THE DISTANCE THE 


ANNOUNCER'S VOICE QUIETLY SAYS, AS THEME MUSIC SUSTAINS 


BEHIND == 


ANNOUNCER 


If I am shot dow and live, 


hide me and help me to fight 


again, If I die, tell your 


ANNOUNCER (Cont'd) 
people and mine I gave my life 
for their freedom, "Chung Kuo 


Wan Wan Sui" === China Forever] 


AND TO BLACK 
FOR 
COMMERCIAL 


le INTs: SORT OF A PILOTS! READY ROOM, 
Rough rattan-type construction, Pretty-girl pix on 
walls, also shots of Chiang Kai-Shek, Roosevelt, etc, 
On another wall, big board with names of pilots 
Chalked up, numbers of planes next to their names, 
names of crew chiefs next to that, etc, In other 
words, the equivalent of a squadron ready room with 
Status chart, A couple of men playing cards, some just 
lounging, some writing letters, About eight in all, 
CATFISH LANE is tossing darts at a board which has the 
face of TOGO as a target, FRANK ROSSI, a five-foot-four 
Chap, is softly improvising on a trumpet. He's sort of 
hunched up by a window when after a moment, glancing out 
at the sound of a jeep pulling up O.C., he breaks into 
a sassy fanfare and the other men look up as door opens, 
enter DEL CONWAY, CONWAY makes a "back of my hand to 
you" gesture at ROSSI, | 
= CATFISH 
Yo, boss man, what do you hear, 
what do you say? 
CONWAY 
Grinning, waiting to get audience, 
I hear from the Old Man, 
They look at each other, 
Mission one coming up =-= 
ROSSI 
You're kidding, Del} 
CONWAY 
Uh-uh, I was just on the horn 
with Lashio, The Old Man says 
the Chinese underground warning 
net's complete, and they say =a 
But he stops, looks around e 


Where's the new man? 


BARTLEY 
Potter? Probably playing poker 
with the mechanics, He's about 
cleaned us out, 
CONWAY 
Don't play with him, 
CATFISH 
Breaks up the monotony. Nothin! 
else to do, 
CONWAY 
There won't be any from now one 
The warning net's in business, 
sofre we. Well, I won't brief 
without the full squadron, so =-= 
AS YOU Wereses 
Turns to Rossi, 
Frank, get Potter, No sense 
briefing without him, 
BARTLEY 
Calling after him, 
Leave your wallet, 
ROSSI laughs, He is a very likeable little fellow, 
He exits, 
CUT 
2e EXT: MEDIUM SHOT 
PælO sheltered under camouflage, POTTER playing cards 


with group of mechanics, white and Chinese, ROSSI 
approaches, 


POTTER 
To you Higgs, 
Player next to him shakes head, tosses cards ing 
HIGGS 
And to you, 
Next two men shake their heads, drop, 
POTTER 
You and me, huh? Okay -= and again, 


HIGGS squeezes out his cards, ponders, as ROSSI waits 
patiently, Then =-=» 


HIGGS 
Up five, 

POTTER 
And five, 

HIGGS 
Call. 

He lays out his cards, 

All pinks 

POTTER 


No goode No rooms, 
HIGGS 
Huh? 
POTTER 
Full house, 
To Rossi, 
What's your problem, Frmk? 


But he starts to shuffle as he talks, 


ROSSI 
The skipper's got a mission for 
us, He's waiting on you to brief, 
POTTER stops cold in mid-deal, 
POTTER 
No| 
ROSSI 
Straight from the Old Man in Lashio, 
POTTER rises, 
POTTER 
Game's over, boys, A mission, 
This I got to hear, 


As POTTER starts away, he notices HIGGS turn to one of 
the mechs and stick out his hand, saying -= 


HIGGS 
Pay me, Skip. 
SKIP starts counting out money as POTTER asks ə- 
POTTER 
What's the bet? 
HIGGS 
Yous 
POTTER 
What about me? 
HIGGS 
Still holding the money, 
I bet him nothing but action would 
drag you away from a game, He bet 
you'd stay with the cards, action 


or no action, 


POTTER 


Takes the money away from HIGGS and gives it back to 
SKIP 


No bet, Higgsie, tTaintt action 
that pried me loose, It's the five 
hundred bucks we stand to get for 
every Zero == or didn't you know? 
He jerks a thumb into the air, 

More profit upstairs, 

As they walk away, HIGGS shakes his head, 

HIGGS | 

Ya know, when a Jap burns an enemy 
Ship he hollers "Banzai", Fivetll 
get you eight he hollers == "Certie 
fied Check}" 


DISSOLVE: 
36 INT: READY ROOM, 


The fliers informally gathered about as CONWAY briefs 
them, POTTER a bit apart from the others, sitting in 
a chair and turning a card over and over in his hands 
like a magician practising, 7 

CONWAY 


Turning from where he has just drawn a long, curving 
line from YUNNAN=YI to FOOCHOW, 


Target -= Foochow. Five hundred 
pound frags, 

CATFISH 
A bombing mission? In PeliO's? 


CONWAY 
What else have we got? 
A look of cynicism is caught on POTTER's face, Fora 
moment, he stops practising with the card, Then as 
CONWAY resumes, so does he, CONWAY turns to mape 
Their bombers've been coming all the 
way from here, and the Old Man's been 
wondering when they'd build a base 
that's bring them closer to Burma, 
Well -= the underground's reported 
they're ready to start their missions 
from there any day now, 
ROSSI 
Foochow? Big town, Nice target] 
CONWAY 
Town's not your specific target, 


He sketches a rough map on a blackboard, puts a mark 
outside it, 


They've just completed a fuel and 
ammo dump in the woods outside =e 
CATFISH 
We got to find it, right? 
CONWAY 
Find it and light it, right, We're 
going in two and four, Two will give 
us a lead of thirty minutes.e, 
Working with the map, 
Circle around Foochow until they spot 
flash signals from the guerillas, 


CONWAY (CONT'D) 
Or dianti I beli you it's a night 
mission? 
He Lobes directly at Pobtert 
I understand from the Old Man he ree 
éruitea you right out of the front 
dffibe of a scheduled airliner, 
POTTER 
Just about, 
CONWAY 
You've flown a lot of cargo by night 
and instruments, I understand, 
POTTER 
That's right, 
There's a pause, Then e« 
I take it I draw one of the advance 
TWO, 
CONWAY 
Nods, 
You and Frank Rossi lead, You go 
in, spot, and drop flares, Bartley, 
you and Catfish fly cover for me and 
Joe Tsui, and we blow the dumpe 


The men start talking agitatedly ad-lib..sesuch lines 
aS <= 


le Man, ain't it about time? 
Le That's a long drag for night, 
36 I don't care what day this is, it's 


gonna look like the Fourth of JULY ooo 


POTTER 
Question, 

CONWAY 
In a minute, Potter, 


He studies him for a second, then reaches into his 
pocket for a slip of paper, 


I don't have to tell you this one 
has to be good, And not just because 
it's our first job. The Old man says == 
Showing the slip of paperse, 
And I quote him -«- 
Reading -- 
As important as it is to get that 
dump, that is only part of your mise 
Sion, The effect upon the Chinese 
people of a bold and calculated attack 
upon a supply center of the Japanese 
will be tremendous, 
He folds the paper and replaces it in his pocket, 
Hence =-= the flares, 
Again he catches POTTER'S eye. POTTER is shaking his 
head from side to side. The other men have c aught 
this byplay and are silent, 
Okay, Potter, What's your problem? 
POTTER 
Let me get this straight, 
With a thumb at ROSSI, 
Half-pint and I drop flares, Bartley and 


Lane fly cover for you and Tsui, 


CONWAY 
Right, 

POTTER 
My question is -- why do we need 
flares? If the underground's going to 
spot for us downstairs -= why don?t we 
all go in with bombs? Why do we need 
to light up the joint? 

CONWAY 
Anybody want to answer that? 

TSUI 
Yese 

All eyes to JOE TSUI, He speaks directly to POTTER, 

The Chinese people have been fighting 
the Japanese since 1937 -e alone, Now 
at last somebody is helpingseeus,. I 
think the flares are so that all 
Foochow will see American plans with 
American pilots bomb a Japanese base +-- 

POTTER 
Just what I thought, A propaganda 
stunt, That's okay by me as long as 
I get a crack at a Zero out of it, 
So why not fly the job by day when 
they come out? 

CONWAY 
Because that's the way the Old Man 


Set it upi What's more, now that 
they're moving the bombers in, the 


place is lousy with Zeroes, 
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POTTER 
All the better, 

CONWAY 
What's your real beef, Potter? 

POT TER 
I didn't join the A,V,G, to light armo 
dumps or fly demonstration missions, I 
bought the Old Man's proposition for 
the bonus on Zeroes shot downs 

There is silence, 
Am I the only honest guy in this 
outfit? 
There is still silence, 

CONWAY 
Mind if I finish my brief? 

POTTER 
I'm sorry, skipper, I thought you had, 
I want to make it clear I wasn't trying 
to shock any idealistic-type characters, 
but things are so free and easy around 
here I thought I could lay my cards on 
the table in a democratic waye 

CONWAY 
All right, you have. But your orders 
are still to avoid contact of any kind 
with enemy planes en route to target 
or over target, unless deliberately 


attacked, 








» Jl = 


CONWAY (CONT'D) 

Looking at POTTER directly. 
No man will deliberately invite 
attack or draw attention to himself for 
the Sake of his bonus, It's likely any 
planes that may be stooging around will 
take us for their own, that far away 
from Yunnan-yi, 
All right, you've got the picture, 


Any more questions? 


None « 
All right, stand by for your weather 
and check your planes with your 
mechanics, 

To FRANK, 
Frank, you draw the flares, 

To TSUI, 


Joe, you and I'll be bombeheavy, so 
strip our planes of everything but 
ammo for one pair of guns, Takeoff's 
at eight o'clock, that'll get us there 
and back in darkness, 
They start away, But he calls quietly -= 
Potter, 
POTTER turns, The others exit, 
He studies POTTER for a moment, Unconsciously, POTTER 
Starts fiddling with the card again, For once, he drops 


ite CONWAY picks it up, looks at it. It helps him 
decide what to say, 
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CONWAY 
In for the money, huh? 
POTTER 
I can use it, yessir, 
CONWAY 
You don't have to sir me, My namets 
Conway, 
He walks a bit, then -«= 
Look, Potter, You took advantage of the 
fact that we don't go heavy on military 
discipline in the Tigers to -= to open 
our number one mission on an ugly note, 
Profit, Whatts the idea? 
POTTER 
I told you, I need the moneys 
CONWAY 
All right, you're honest, But a lot 
of the guys would be here if the pay- 
off was peanuts or cigar coupons. 
POTTER 
Joe Tsui I can see, sure, but -== 
CONWAY 
Don't judge another man's motives by 
your own, Look, I didn't call you 
back to argue with you, You're honest, 
I'll be straight, You want to refuse 
the mission? 
POTTER 
I don't like the sound of that, 
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CONWAY 
I didn't like the sound of your squawk, 
fair enough? You want to pack it in 
right now and take a transfer to another 
Squadron? There're two others, you know, 
It's only fair to tell you I'll put in 
a full report with the recommendation 
for transfer, 

POTTER 
That'll help me a lot, won't it? 

CONWAY 
I think youfre a little confused, boy. 
You think because wetre easy on the 
Méactotens in the Tigers, we're not 
military, Well, I'm giving you three 
choices, 

POTTER 
Fly the mission, transfer -- what else? 

CONWAY 
Dishonorable discharge and return to 
the states, 

POTTER 
I'll fly the mission, 

CONWAY 
My waye One commander to a squadron, 
and that's me, 

POTTER 


Okay, your waye 








Le 


De 


Oe 
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CONWAY 
All right, 


He sticks out his hand, POTTER puts the card into it 
and grins, 


POTTER 
Yessir, it just struck me, Frank and 
I will be first over Foothow, And 
all lit up, we might just get jumped 
at that. Conway, you stick to this«- 
He gives the 'thumbs-up! signal, 
I'll go for this, 


He makes the international gesture, thumb rubbing 
fingers, of $, 


DISSOLVE: 


EXT: NIGHT: MEDIUM SHOT 
CONWAY and group gathered about a map spread on the 
ground, checking it, CONWAY looks at watch, taps 
ROSSI and POTTER, They start for their planes, 


CUT 


EXT: NIGHT: DITTO 
They board aircraft, 


CUT 


EXT: DITTO: DITTO 
CONWAY, as sound of engines kicking over is heard 


OCs, gives thumbseup signal, Sound of planes 
kicking off is heard, 


CUT 
EXT: SAME: SAME 
Two planes take off, 
DISSOLVE: 








oe 


Je 
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136 


le 


156 
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EXT: NIGHT: MEDIUM SHOT 
Iwo planes, cruising wing on wing. 
DISSOLVE: 
INT: COCKPIT: CLOSE SHOT 
ROSSI flying his plane, looking to his left, waving, 


CUT 
INT: COCKPIT: CLOSE SHOT 
POTTER doing the same, waving back, 
DISSOLVE: 
EXT: LONG SHOT: AIR TO AIR. 
The two planes cruising, 
DISSOLVE: 
INT: COCKPIT: VERY CLOSE SHOT 
POTTER checks watch, looks down, 
CUT 
EXT: LONG SHOT: STICK 
A city by night, very faint lights, 
CUT 
EXT: NIGHT: AIR TO AIR SHOT 
POTTER waggles his wings, ROSSI answers backs 
POTTER points down, 
CUT 


INT: CLOSE SHOT: COCKPIT 
ROSSI grins, nods, points down also, 


DISSOLVE: 





16. 


17% 


18. 


19. 


206 


le 


226 


-~ 16 « 


EXT: NIGHT: WOODY COUNTRY, 
A couple of Chinese peasants in nondescript clothing, 
crouching in underbrush, They hear sound of planes 
overhead, They look at a watch on the wrist of one 
peasant, who proves to be a young girl. They nod, 
produce flash-light, Girl crouches as boy searches 
sky, holding hands to his eyes, Then he turns, nods, 
takes the flashlight. He signals, 
CUT 
EXT: NIGHT: AIR SHOT 


POTTER peering over side, He Waggles wings again as 
camera pulls back to reveal ROSSI waggling back, but... 


CUT 
INT: COCKPIT: CLOSE SHOT 


POTTER suddenly looks up, then turns his head as if 
following sound of another plane, Camera stays with 
him as he keeps looking, trying to see, 

cur 


EXT: NIGHT: AS 17, 


The young Chinese peasant is looking up, following 
plane sounds with his eyes shaded and his head 
turning, He crouches next to the girl and rapidly 
ticks off his fingers --- one, two, three, Startled, 
she too looks upe 


DISSOLVE: 


EXT: NIGHT: THE SKY, 
Enter frame POTTER'S plane, We see POTTER following 
another plane (0.C.) with his eyes, and ROSSI's plane 
beyond him according to plane, Then POTTER grits his 
teeth, makes a determined face, and reaches down e 


CUT 


ECU; HAND TURNS ON GUN SWITCHES, 
CUT 


ECU: HAND ON GUN OPERATING MECHANISM, 


Cur 








— 


236 INT: CLOSE SHOT: COCKPIT 
ROSSI's plane, 
POTTER (0,C, FILTER) 
Zero, Sonny boy, Zero, 
ROSSI 
Skip it, There's the dump, 
POTTER 
Forget the dump. He's coming over on 
our tail} 
CUT 
2h INT: CLOSE SHOT: COCKPIT 
POTTER'S plane, 
ROSSI (0.C. FILTER) 
Hets just curious, Let's get those 
flares away and lose him, 
POT TER 
Oh, noe Any minute now he'll get our 
Silhouette. Go be a hero, Go drop 
your flares and let him see who we 
are. I'm getting mine before he gets 
me 
CUT 
25, EXT: AIR TO AIR 


Two planes flying wing on wing, one closest to camera | 
suddenly breaks away into climbing loop. 


CUT 
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266 INT: COCKPIT OF ROSSI'S PLANE, 
ROSSI struggling with flare release mechanism, Then e= 
ROSSI 
Potter} My flare's stuck] 
They don't drop} 
POTTER (FILTER 0.0.) 
So I'll light the area witha burning 
Zeros 
CUT 
2e EXT: AIR TO AIR 


POTTER'S plane coming out of loop and levelling off 
for attack dive, 


CUr 
28. EXT: AIR SHOT: (STOCK) 
JAPANESE ZERO, 
CUT 
29. INT: COCKPIT OF ZERO, 
JAP pilot looking over his shoulder in concern, 
CUT 


30. INTs COCKPIT OF POTTER'S PLANE, 


Close shot of POTTER as he depresses firing button 
and sound of guns chattering is heard. i 


CUT 
31, INT: COCKPIT OF ZERO, 
JAP pilot looks behind him, hauls back on stick, 
CUT 
32e EXT: AIR SHOT: STOCK 
Plane going into climb and turn, 


CUT 
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33e INT: COCKPIT OF ROSSI'S PLANE. 
POTTER (0.C, FILTER) 
Look out, Frank, I missed him, 


He's on your tail, 


CUT 
34. INT: COCKPIT OF POTTER'S PLANE 
POTTER 
Look aat kid, look out} 
CUT 
355 INT: COCKPIT OF JAP PLANE 
JAP pilot starts firing guns, 
CUT 
364 EXT: STOCK 
JAP ZERO by night shooting down U.S, plane, 
DISSOLVE: 
376 INT: COCKPIT OF ROSSI PLANE 
ROSSI 
Plane in dive, 
Drop your flares, Potter, 
drop your flares! 
As he suddenly clutches his leg in pain -- UT 
| DISSOLVE: 


38, EXT: STOCK: 
JAP plane and U.S. plane maneuvering, 


CUT 





396 
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426 


436 


E 


INT: COCKPIT OF POTTER'S PLANE, 


POTTER looking up and behind him, He starts fighting 
with his flare mechanism, but sound of machine gun 
chattering is heard, and we cut == 


CUT 
CLOSE SHOT: 
Detail of plane with belly shattered by explosive 
bullets--and group of flares in a stick jammed, 
CUT 
INT: POTTER'S COCKPIT 
(Crazy angle) 
ROSSI (0.C. FILTER) 
Potter, drop your flares, the 
guys are coming in soon} 
POL TER 
I can't, they're jammed! My rudder 
cables are gone = no control} 
CUT 
INT: COCKPIT OF JAP PLANE, 
JAP pllot grins and fires guns, 
DISSOLVE: 


EXT: AIR TO AIR SHOT 
Four U.S, planes cruising along, Two high, two low, 
| CUT 
INT: COCKPIT OF CONWAY PLANE 
POTTER (0,C. FILTER) 
This is Arson One, calling Fire 
Chief, Come in, Fire Chief, Over, 








CONWAY 
Fire Chief, Over, 

POTTER (0.C, FILTER) 
This is Arson One, Arson Two is 
down, and I am out of control myself, 
No soap on the fireworks, Repeat, no 
soap on the fireworks, The joint is 
jumping with Zeros and if you don't 
want to get jumped yourself, return 
to the firehouse, Repeat, return to 
the firehouse, Over and out and so= 
long, don't say it hasn't been nice 
because it hasn't,., 

CONWAY 
This is Fire Chief to Arson One, Hit 
the silk, Repeat, hit the silk, 

POTTER (FILTER 0,.C,) 
Wilco§’ And I do mean out! 

CONWAY 
Firechief to all apparatus, All 
aparatus e-e-=8 scram! 

45. EXT: LONG SHOT AS IN 43 
The four planes change direction and take off, 
| DISSOLVE: 
nP EXT: NIGHT: STOCK, 
AIR TO GROUND: A plane crashes 
CUT 











47. 


48. 


49. 
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EXT: NIGHT: CLOSER SHOT 


ROSSI lies on the ground, apparently dead, Flicker 
and roar of burning plane light and sound-backgro und 


scene, 
CUT 
INT: ZERO'S COCKPIT 
JAP PILOT looks down, grinning, 
CUT 
EXT: NIGHT: STOCK (DIFFERENT FROM 47) 
Another plane crashes, 
CUT 


EXT: NIGHT: WOODS 


POTTER lands heavily in parachute, He rises, stag- 
gers--falls, Camera to ECU of the CHINESE WRITING on 
the back of his jacket, Seen in flicker of burning 
plane, 


END ACT ONE 
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EXT: DAY: A ROAD 


JAPANESE staff car driving along road, (NOTE: should 
have open back, like U,S, Army 1/2 ton weapons carrier) 


CUT 
EXT: DAY: SAME: CLOSER SHOT 


We see ROSSI, faint and bloody, in back of staff car, 
Guarded by two Jap soldiers, Another soldier drives 
the car, and next to him on the front Seat, a Jap 
officer, He is checking map. He points, driver nods, 


CUT, 
EXT: DAY: MOVING SHOT 


Seen as from over hood of the vehicle, Three Chinese 
peasants trudging along toward car, with heavy burden 

of wood, etC., on back of the older peasant, Other CWO, 
younger, are carrying a load suspended between two 

long poles on their shoulders, 


CUT 
EXT; DAY: REVERSE 
The car pulls up to the peasants, Parks some fect 
away, as the OFFICER goes over to the peasants with 
his map. We see him wave his arms about as if indica- 
ting an air battle, then point to his maps. Older man 
with burden points into woods a little way off, 
Lieutenant nods, turns, calls -- 
OFFICER 
Goecho} Koko-ni arimasu} 
(TRANSLATION: Corporal! It's in here}) 
He gives hurry-up gesture, 
Hayaku$ 
(On the double!) 
CUT 
EXT: DAY: REVERSE 


The soldiers climb out of the back of the truck and are 
joined by the driver, who nevertheless checks to see 
that ROSSI is still unconscious, He is also hog=tied 
and helpless, Then he, the driver, joins the Officer, 


CUT 
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EXT: DAY: SIDE OF THE ROAD, 


Officer gives directions as the soldiers fan out 
alongside him, 


OFFICER 
Koko desu == ki-wo tsukete, shi zuka 
nil ashimoto ni Kiewo tsukete} 
Itteł 
TRANSL: (Scram, hit the road}) 


The search party moves into the roadside underbrush, the 
CHINESE group starts to trudge off, Once alongside the 
truck, however, they stop. The older CHINESE Squats by 
the truck to stand guard as the two younger ones climb 
aboard to check ROSSI, The truck engine is left running, 


CUT 
INT: THE TRUCK BODY 


ROSSI lies unconscious as over the tailboard climb 
the two young CHINESE, who are, of course, the boy 
and girl from the previous guerilla Scene, The boy 
produces from inside his blouse a tiny flask, and 
forces some between ROSSI's lips. As he stirs, 

open his eyes, the girl immediately puts her fingers 
on his lips. She and the boy then cut his bonds, 
ease him off the truck, and beckon to the old mans 
The latter whistles softly. 


CUT 
EXT: SIDE OF THE ROAD, 


A pair of Chinese peasants come out from the underbrush, 
and under the old man's direction ease ROSSI into the 
Sling between the two sticks and carry him back into the 
underbrush, that is, on the other side from where the 
Japs had gone ing They search the truck, find side 

arms and ammunition, which they hide in their shirts, 
The girl disappears into the underbrush, and returns 
shortly carrying ROSSI'ts jacket and trousers, cap and 
shoes, The young CHINESE boy rapidly dons these, 

Then he runs around to the front of the truck, lifts 

the hood, and after turning off the ignition of course, 
removes the distributor head, Then he returns to the 
back of the truck and lies down in the position in 
which ROSSI had been found, The girl leans over hin, 
adjusts the ropes to make them look as though they are 
tied, and leaves the truck, 


DISSOLVE: 
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59e EXT? UNDERBRUSH. MEDIUM SHOT 
Hands tied behind his back, POTTER is being prodded 
along by the Japanese soldiers as the Lieutenant 
follows, smoking a cigarette, 
CUT 
60. EXT: ROADSIDE AS BEFORE, 
The Japs herd POTTER into the truck and force him to 
lie down next to the CHINESE, dressed like ROSSI, 
(His face is hidden in the bottom of the truck,) 
They kick him to make his head stay down, then go 
forward in the truck, . 
CUT 
61. EXT: TRUCK FRONT, 


The driver is busily trying to start the truck, He 
shrugs, lifts the hood, 


CUT 
62. EXT: TRUCK IN THE BACK 
Extremely close shot. CHINESE's hand sneaking out 
with gun, He turns slightly over on his Side, raises 
gun., 
CUT 
63% EXT: THE TRUCK AS SEEN FROM UNDERBRUSH 


Over shoulder of CHINESE girl, and next to her, the 
Old mane 


CUT 
644 EXT: TRUCK AS SEEN FROM UNDERBRUSH ON OTHER SIDE, 


Over shoulder of CHINESE peasant. He also has gune 
Suddenly a cry rings out =- 


CHINESE 
Chung kuo} 


And gunfire breaks out simultaneously, 


CUT 
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65-6 EXT: LONG SHOT FROM HEAD ON THE TRUCK 


We see the driver struck and whirl away and fall from 
the open hood, The Lieutenant, who has just started 

to climb out to see what is wrong, also is hit and 
falls, One of the soldiers in the back topples forward 
from the truck and falls, 


CUT 
666 EXT: CLOSE SHOT IN BODY OF TRUCK 


Last remaining Jap soldier whirls and aims revolver 
at POTTER as CHINESE GUERILLA grapples with him to 
prevent him from killing POTTER, They topple from 
the truck together over the tailboard, we hear a 
Shot, then another, viewing the end of the tailboard 
from P.0.V, of POTTER, who is tied up and has turned 
his head to see the action if he can, when at last 
the young CHINESE rises and gives the OK Signal with 
a grine He starts to climb aboard and go toward 
POTTER, but another shot is hearde=and he falls, He 
tires to crawl to POTTER as we see, around the end of 
the tailboard, the GIRL come and fire at the ground 
once, twice, three times, Then she leaps aboard the 
truck and takes the CHINESE GUERILLA in her arms, He 
tries to talk, keeps pointing to his pocket, from 
which she finally extracts the distributor head, He 
turns to POTTER and smiles, managing to squeeze out 
the words == 

GUERILLA 


Chung kuo wan wan sui, 
And dies, 
POTTER looks at him then at the girl, who bites her 
lip, She caresses the boy's face, he looks painfully 
young in death, and turns to POTTER, She cuts his 
bonds, picks up the distributor and hands it to him 
as he chafes his wrists where he had been bound, In 
absolutely perfect English she says «= 
GIRL 
The sooner you get this back on, 
the sooner we get you out of here, 
POTTER 
Holy Cat -e where'd you learn 


English? 
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GIRL 
Same place you did -- Stateside, I was 
a Student. Please -= hurry it UD © 
POTTER debarks from the truck, 
CUT 
67 EXT: SAME: SIDE OF THE TRUCK 
Shot from P,0.V, that gives us view of side of ro ad 
where ROSSI was carried ing The girl stands by as do 
the other CHINESE and guerillas, 
POTTER 
I hope I get these leads to the right 
plugs...just one more and you can 
try it, 
She turns to the others, snaps her fingers, They run 
across the road and come out with ROSSI (dressed now in 
CHINESE clothes) and load him into the back, 
Is he all right? 
GIRL 
Broken leg, Hurry, please, 
POTTER 
Doing the best I can, 
He works a moment, then, 
OK, contact. 
She looks dumbly. 
The starter,,turn her OVEr è 
She climbs into the cab, turns the key, Presses Starter, 


It starts, POTTER lowers the hood, climbs into the 
cab, The other guerillas leap aboard, 


CUT 
68, EXT: LONG SHOT: 


The vehicle pulls away, leaving the bodies of four Japs 
in the road. We see it turn off the main road into a 
rough almost unmarked trail as we 


DISSOLVE: ` 
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69. EXT: DAY: A SMALL CLEARING 
CHINESE are just finishing smoothing over a grave, 
They stick into it a rough wooden cross, very small, 
Camera to GIRL and POTTER standing by, Sho is dry- 
eyed, he watching her, 
POTTER 
Who was he? 
GIRL 
My brother, When the war broke out we 
left college to come back home, 
POTTER: 
I wish I could say something...do some- 
thingo oa 
GIRL 
You can do a lot. That's the only thing 
that makes this a little easier, 
POTTER 
I don't understand, 
GIRL 
We've been fighting alone for years, Now 
we've got people on our side, So === I 
lost one brother to save two, To fight 
for China, 
POTTER 
For China. 
GIRL 


Yese Isn't that why you're here? 
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POTTER 
Uh == tell me something, When your 
brother === I mean, the last thing he 
Said. He was talking to me, he was 
smilingees 
GIRL 
Chung kuo wan wan sui, 
POTTER 
That's it. What's that mean? 
GIRL 
The land ten thousand thousand years, 
Better translation -= China Forever, 
She walks away, He stands there a moment, Then as 
she turns to see what is keeping him, he fumbles 
inside his jacket and comes up with something, She 
returns as he kneels by the grave, and we do not see 
what he is doing to the cross, Then he straightens up 
and salutes, She looks at him, then down at the Cross, 
and for the first time, she breaks and weeps. As they 
go off together, the camera goes in on the cross, 
What he has done is to stick his silver wings into the 
soft wood. On CU of the wings =-=- 
DISSOLVE: 
70. EXT: DAY: ROUGH GUERILLA HUT 
There is a radio there, A CHINESE is turning dials, 
listening on earphones, ROSSI is lying on a rough 
pallet, the GIRL is tending his leg with water, 
POTTER is watching. 
ROSSI 
What's the story, sis? 
GIRL 
When it knits a little we'll carry 


you out, 
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ROSSI 
Four hundred miles? Youtre crazy} 
She smiles, 
GIRL 
You came eight thousand, Itts the 
least we can do, 

REACTION POTTER, rubbing his jaw with his hand, 
We'll just pass you from guerilla unit 
to guerilla unit, 

POTTER 
How long'll that take? 
GIRL 
WeekSeeemaybe months, 
ROSSI 
First time I'm glad to be a midget. 
That's why I joined the A,V.G. Army 
Air Corps wouldn't have me. Too small, 
GIRL 
To POTTER 
What about you? 
POTTER 
Hmm? How'll I get out, you mean? 
GIRL 
No, you'll walk with him, I meant why 
did you join? 


He catches ROSSI looking at him. He looks at the 
girl, Then, after a moment, 


POTTER 


It doesn't matter, I know why I'm 
here, that's all, 
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ROSSI 
Why? 
POTTER 
He grins, 
Chung kuo wan wan sui =- 
Rumpling ROSSI's hair, 
But I'm still gonna get my bonus== 
the hard way, 
Suddenly from radio comes voice, filtered == 
VOICE 
Hello Weather Nine, hello Weather Nine, 
come in Weather Nine, Storm Center 
calling Weather Nine, 
The girl starts for the radio Set, but POTTER gets 
there first, He grabs the earphones and speaks into 
the mike, 
POTTER 
Hello Storm Center, this is Arson Two 
at Weather Nine, Arson Two at Weather 
Nine} Over, 
VOICE 
What happened to you? What's with Arson 
One? Over, 
POTTER 
Arson One is okay but injured, I am 
okay. Take a message to Fire Chief. 


Over, 


CUT 
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71. INT: RADIO SHACK AT BASE (OR READY ROOM IF YOU WANT TO 


SAVE A SET) 


Fliers and CONWAY gathered about set with CHINESE 


radio man at 
radioman, 


CONWAY for a 


apparatus, CONWAY takes earphones off 


CONWAY 
This is Fire Chief, What's the story? 
Over, 
POTTER (FILTER) 
The story is the original mission, I 
have scouted the area and I think I can 
do the job from here, There is no sense 
pulling a mission because the Jap is 
alerted on account of my Snafu, He 
knows we are going after his stuff, 
Repeat, I can do the job, 
CONWAY 
What do you want? Over, 
POTTER (FILTER) 
Orders, Over, 
moment, takes the phones from his car, 
CONWAY 
Doesn't sound like Cashbox Potter to me, 
POTTER (FILTER) 
Come in, Fire Chief, Come in, Over, 
BARTLEY 
Maybe the Japs got him and the weather 


Station, Maybe hets spilled everything, 





« 33 « 


POTTER (FILTER) 
Come in, Fire Chief. Come in, Fire 
Chief, I am waiting for orders, 
CONWAY 
Something's come over him, 
POTTER (FILTER) 
All right, Fire Chief, I will go ahead 
according to my plan without orders, And 
you better have two certified checks ready 
for me, Over, 
CONWAY 
That's Potter! 
Donning earphones again, 
This is Fire Chief, Come in, Arson Two, 
Repeat, come in Arson two, Over, 
CUT 
(2. INT: GUERILLA SHACK AS BEFORE 
POTTER 
This is Arson Two, Is the mission off? 
Over, 
CONWAY (FILTER) 
If the situation is as you say, the 
mission is off. Over, 
POTTER 
Roger, Now I owe you two PeliO's and the 
Chinese people one big show, I will make 
good on both, Repeat, I will make good 


on both, Over and out, 
He switches off the radio, turns to ROSSI 








Jhe 


POTTER (CONT'D) 
Sonny, you be a good boy and Papa'tll take 
you for an aeroplane ride, You'tre not 
walking any four hundred miles and neither 
am I, 
He turns to GIRL, 

Honey, where'd you hide that Jap halfton? 

GIRL 
What do you need it for? 

POTTER 
That's my business, Just-get me that 
truck, a tommy gun and a handful of tracer 
bulletse-and show me the nearest gas 
Station, And stand back, 


DISSOLVE: 
rer EXT: DAY: UNDERBRUSH 


The branches part, A young CHINESE appears, points, 
POTTER's face appears in the brush next to him. In 

a gesture of utter joy, he puts his palms together 

in a praying gesture, then makes a kissing gesture with 
fingers to his mouth to the puzzled CHINESE, Camera 
pulls back now to reveal what it is that has delighted 
him SO. It is a small supply of jerry canse-just about 
enough to keep a plane in fuel--with Jap writing on 
them, As a Japanese guard comes strolling by, POTTER 
and the CHINESE melt into the underbrush, After he 
passes, POTTER and the CHINESE reappear, Carefully, 
they extend a long, long bamboo pole, lashed to 
another, hook one of the jerry cans with it, and care- 
fully ease it back into the underbrush as we 


DISSOLVE: 
74. EXT: DAY UNDERBRUSH 
Again, some underbrush, But this time the sound of a 


plane landing is heard, CHINESE and POTTER appear 
very cautiously peering out, and CHINESE points again. 
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POTTER nods, Camera now pans to reveal ZERO taxying 
along a landing strip cut out of brush, It comes 
right into the clearing. Pilot climbs out, is handed 
a clipboard by a Japanese mechanic to sign, does SO, 
takes off in a Jap jeep, As the sound of it goes off, 
putt-putt-putt, the mech returns to a little knot of 
Jap mechs and one or two soldiers, all of whom are 
eating rice, He joins them as camera pans back to 
CHINESE and POTTER. POTTER looks at his watch, gives 
OK signal to CHINESE, and they melt into under brush, 


DISSOLVE: 
756 EXT: DAY: GUERILLA CLEARING 
Guerillas are loading the Jap half-ton with the jerry 
cans, It is absolutely full of them. In the fore- 
ground ROSSI is being helped into a sling affair by 
CHINESE, with GIRL and POTTER right by, 
GIRL 
I hope this works, I'd be much happier 
walking you out, 
POTTER 


Is there any certainty wetd get thr ough? 


GIRL 
It's a gamble, 

POTTER 
What're the odds? 

GIRL 


Well, if you put it that way: four 
hundred miles, a dozen rivers, two mount- 
ain chainse-and six divisions of Japanese 
between you and Yunnan-yi, 

POTTER 
In other words, forty-eight, fifty thousand 
Japs out there--and only six at the air- 
stripe 
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GIRL 
That's right, 

POTTER 
I never bet on long shots, 


They move to where ROSSI is ultimately settled in his 
S ling è 


All set, Frank? 

ROSSI 
Any time, 

POTTER 
Okay, You know the story, If this works 
out--these boys know what to do next, If 
it doesn'!t--they walk you out, But it 
ought to work, We've been observing 
those Japs for days now. The Old Man was 
right. They're creatures of habit, 
They've maintained the same schedule of hops 
to the minute, My bet is they don't 
change now, 

He checks his watch, 

And now is the word, Hit the road, 

GIRL 
Tsou baa} 

ROSSI 
Roger a 

He makes a clucking sound as to a horse» 

Home, James, 


The guerillas grin and start off. POTTER and the 
GIRL watch them a minute, 
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POTTER 
Good kid, 
He walks over to his truck, climbs aboard, starts 
engine as GIRL comes over, She hands him a tommy=cun, 
Behind her are ranged a group of armed guerillas, 
POTTER 
Welleesso long, sis, 
GIRL 
Softly. 
Is that all you have to say? 
POTTER 
Noe 
He shifts into first, He turns to her and smiles as 
he takes her face in his hand, It seems as though 
he's about to kiss her, but he doesn't, Instead he 
SaVS eee 
But your brother said it for me: 
'Chung Kuo wan wan sui,! 
He takes off in the truck, Camera goes to CU as she 
puts her hand up to her face where he had hela ite 
She looks after him tenderly as she saySee. 
GIRL 
Farewell, my other brother, 
DISSOLVE: 
76, EXT: DAY: EDGE OF A LITTLE RISE, 
Over it appears the head of a CHINESE. He beckons, 


Now POTTIR'S head appears, CHINESE points, POTTER 
nods, 


CUT 
tle EXT: DAY: LONG SHOT: STOCK 


A fuel dump with tanks, etc., nestling in a kind of 
valley. 
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NOTE: IF THIS IS TOO DIFFICULT TO FIND, BUILD A MODEL AND DO 
IT IN SCALE, 


OR 
CUT OUT THE WHOLE SHOT AND GO DIRECTLY TO SCENE 78 FROM 
76, AS CONTINUATION OF 76.6 
78. EXT: DAY: EDGE OF THE RISE 
POTTER 
Brother, A hundred thousand gallons of 
high octane if there's a quart, 
He taps the CHINESE on the shoulder and nods, 
Camera goes up and peers over the rise, There is a 
line of CHINESE hauling the truck up by ropes, They 
get it up to the edge, POTTER climbs aboard, The 
CHINESE get behind as it is propped up just on the 
edge, and POTTER yells--~ 
POTTER 
Okay=--Hung} 


And with a mighty shove, the truck goes careening 
down the hill, 


CUT 
792 CLOSE SHOT: CAB OF TRUCK AS IT CAREENS DOWNHILL, 


POTTER grabs his machine gun with one hand, steers with 
the other, half turns and sends a lot of shots into the 
jerry cans, which burst into flame, As the thing goes 

up in a roar, he leaps and rolls and rolls. As camera 

follows him in his roll, we hear a huge explosion, 


CUT 
80. EXT: STOCK: 


Gasoline and ammo dump going up in flames and smoke, 


DISSOLVE: 
le INT: BASE READY ROOM, 


Scene as in first part of Story. Men lolling around, 
Suddenly, the sound of machine gun fire is heard 
outside, The men are galvanized, as CATFISH yells -== 
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CATFISH 
Sneak attack} 
CONWAY 
Okay, scramble} Get those planes off the 
strip before we lose 'em} 
BUT 
82. EXT: THE AIRSTRIP, 
The pilots running for their planes, 
CUT 
83. EXT: MACHINE GUN DUGOUT, 
Sound of plane overhead zooming, CATFISH comes run- 
ning by, but as sound zooms terribly close overhead 
he dives into the dugout, Gun crew trying like hell 
to lower gun to low angle, 
GUNNER 
The son of a gun's flying too low for our 
guns} Can't get him! 
CATFISH 
Man, he's crazy} 
CUT 
8), EXT: LONG SHOT, SHARK NOSE IN FOREGROUND 
CONWAY just about to climb into plane, when in far 
distance the ZERO circles and starts to come in for 
landing, 
CONWAY 
Hit the dirt, he's buzzing the field? 


The pilots leap into slit trench behind the planes, 
From their P.0,V, the Zero lands and taxis to stop. 


Hold your fire} Hold your fire! 
3 CUT 
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85, MEDIUM CLOSE SHOT OF ZERO 
It lid unbuttons as from the ditches the pilots come 
running along with mechanic personnel and gunners, etc, 
Out of the Zero pops ROSSI, By now CONWAY has reached 
ite 
CONWAY 
Frank} How'd you fly with a broken leg, 
you character?} 


The other pilots meanwhile have lifted him down as he 
says == 


ROSSI 
Ask my father, 


And out of the cockpit stretches POTTER, Looking 
around at the amazed assemblage, he says <= 


POTTER 
How'd who fly it? 


But he sees everybody gathering around his plane, 
touching it, studying it, and he frowns, 


Okay, okay. Everybody, awaye Get your 
greasy hands off my Zero! 
But he is grinning, 

CONWAY 
I don't believe it, I don't believe it, 
I just don't believe it-«- 

ROSSI 
You should have seen what he did to that 
dumpe-«-whooooie and whammo$ 

CONWAY 


The Zero, how'd you steal the Zero? 
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POTTER 
It figured, I knew they'd scramble the 
minute the dump blew--and I had the 
guerillas surrounding this particular 
baby. We let the Japs turn her over for 
US = 
ROSSI 
Y'see, we didn't know how to start ite- 
POTTER 
And we just took it away from them, 
Once we took off, they thought we were 
one of them, And that was that, 
He slaps the side of the Zero affectionately, 
And this is going to cost you exactly 
one thousand bucks, 
CONWAY 
How do you make that out? 
POT TER 
If a Zero is worth five hundred shot 
down == it's worth twice as much in one 
piece ===- F,0,B, from Foochow, Fair 
enough? 
86, INT: READY ROOM AS IN BEGINNING, 
Same setup, Camera roves over them as main theme 
rises, CATFISH flinging darts at TOJO, ROSSI with 
his leg in a big cast playing his trumpet, Camera 
goes to list of pilots, A group of them are play-~ 
ing poker, Along comes CONWAY, studies the poker 
game a moment. As main theme rises to fill, he 


chuckles, goes over to the board and starts to put 
up new data, He writes down new plane numbers next 
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to various names. We see CATFISH LANE, KIRK BARTLEY, 
JOE TSUI, FRANK ROSSI, and PRESWICK POTTER. Next to 
POTTER'S name, after erasing the number of one plane, 
and putting down another, is alittle decal of a 
RISING SUN. None of the others as yet has one, 


After a moment, CONWAY erases the name PRESWICK, 
And writes in its place == "F.0.B," 


He winks at POTTER at the poker game, POTTER winks 
back == and turns over four aces as the other guys 
groans 


END 


87e MONTAGE OF FLYING TIGER SHOTS FOR CLOSING TITLE AND 
CREDITS, 








